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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with George Brieger on 4/13/2005. 

Claim 1 of the application has been amended as follows: 

L A program creation method comprising: 

generating a first encoded code module and a second encoded code 
module t nodal es by encrypting corresponding processing code modules; and 

creating a first program configured to decrypt the second encoded code 
module and a second program configured to decrypt the first encoded code module 
during execution, 

wherein each of said first and second programs waiting for decryption 
waits for a pre-calculated period of time, and after the pre-calculated period of time has 
elapsed, executes a next processing regardless of whether or not the decryption is 
completed. 
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2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The present 
invention is directed to a method for generating obfuscated code modules and 
executing the obfuscated code modules using separate programs. More specifically, 
independent claims 1,10, 19 and 21 identify the uniquely distinct feature: each of the 
programs waits for the other/another program to deobfuscate a code module for a pre- 
determined period of time and then executes the code module regardless of whether or 
not the code module is completely deobfuscated. The closest prior art, Aucsmith et al. 
(5,892,899), discloses a method for generating obfuscated code modules and executing 
the obfuscated code modules using separate programs. Another prior art, Nardone et 
al. (6,205,550) teaches stopping the execution of a program module if the elapsed 
execution time has exceeded a threshold. However, Aucsmith and Nardone do not 
teach or suggest that a program waits for the other/another program to deobfuscate a 
code module for a pre-determined period of time and then executes the code module 
regardless of whether or not the code module is completely deobfuscated. The prior 
art, taken either singly or in combination, fails to anticipate or fairly suggest the 
limitations of applicant's independent claim, in such a manner that a rejection under 35 
U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The claimed invention is therefore considered to be 
in condition for allowance as being novel and nonobvious over prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Application/Control Number: 09/846,833 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2132 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh Dinh whose telephone number is 571-272-3802. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 10:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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